BC’s Climate Goals, Hydro and
Water Resources at Risk as Shale
Gas Fracking Industry Expands
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
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A shale gas well pad is readied for fracking operations in BC’s remote Horn River Basin north of Fort Nelson,
where provincial government subsidies have helped pave the way for an unprecedented fossil fuel rush. [From
Fracking Up Our Water, Hydro Power and Climate by Ben Parfitt]

– Potential increases in shale gas piped to
Alberta, where it already helps to fuel operations at the tar sands.
The study further notes that environmental
and climatic stresses associated with the industry will increase with new developments like the
recently approved liquefied natural gas (LNG)
export terminal at Kitimat.
“It’s time to curb this industry before it’s
too late for our climate, our water and our hydroelectric resources,” says Tria Donaldson,
Pacific Coast Campaigner for the Wilderness
Committee. “We want firm no-go zones established where industry activities are restricted
and we want a moratorium on fracking in undeveloped watersheds, pending full surface water
and groundwater studies.”
The report makes numerous recommendations, including:
– A cap on annual shale gas production.
– An end to all government subsidies of the
natural gas industry.
– A requirement that the province explain
how BC will meet its legislatively mandated

greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets while
simultaneously supporting the shale gas industry.
– Increased water prices for industry, to encourage innovation and conservation (currently
companies pay nothing for the water they use, or
nominal charges of just $2.75 for each Olympic
swimming pool of water).
– A requirement that the industry pay full
cost for the electricity it uses.
“We need to manage this industry for winddown, not wind-up, and ensure that while the industry is operating the public gets a fair return,”
Parfitt says.
For more information or interviews, contact Sarah
Leavitt, 604-801-5121, x233 or
sarah@policyalternatives.ca.
This study is part of the Climate Justice Project, a
partnership between the CCPA-BC and UBC, funded
by Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council,
with additional funding from Mountain Equipment
Coop.
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