
It’s hard to wrap my headscarf 
around Ostrich Syndrome

Ostriches will periodically poke their beaks 
into a shallow hole where their eggs are 

incubating to turn them so they’re evenly 
heated. Most people, including Gad Saad, 
know that they don’t actually bury their heads 
in the sand.  

But “burying one’s head in the sand” has 
become so much part of our (and other) 
languages that ostriches might forgive Saad’s 
use of the term “Ostrich Syndrome” for those 
(the “ostrich brigade”) who deny an obvious 
but disagreeable fact. That includes many of 
our leaders – and a lot of other people. 

The hijab is a case in point. Quebec’s 
secularism bill, Bill 21, which prevents public 
servants and those giving and receiving public 
services from wearing religious symbols, has 
been criticized as draconian, divisive and 
discriminatory. The new law doesn’t forbid 
only the hijab, it also nixes crosses, turbans, 
and kippahs. But some argue it’s really about 
the hijab. No hijab and the law would not have 
happened, they say.

I agree with those people. But unlike many 
of them, I don’t think the hijab is just a symbol 
of religious devotion. While each individual 
woman may have her own individual reasons 
for wearing a hijab or face veil, the hijab as 
such is a political statement and the flagship 
of political Islam. 

Those who criticize Bill 21 tend to be 
silent about the fact that Iran’s famous Vida 
Mohaved, “the Girl of Enghelab Street,” and 
some of her fellow rebels received prison 
sentences for doffing their hijabs, and that 
“uncovered” women in many Muslim countries 
face not only severe state punishment but 
physical attacks and even death from the 
devout. And let’s not forget Aqsa Parvez, the 
Shafia sisters and their father’s co-wife, and 
others – all honour-killed in Canada for being 
too western, including not wearing the hijab. 

It would be great if critics of Bill 21 and 
the banning of face veils in Western countries 
were equally vocal about the right of women 
everywhere not to wear them. But they aren’t.

I blame the Ostrich Syndrome.
	 		  —Madeline Weld

Canadian Humanist Publications is a non-profit organization with charitable 
status (Reg. No: 11883 3284 RR0001). Donations are eligible for tax credits from 
Revenue Canada.
Humanist Perspectives quarterly is a member of Magazines Canada indexed in 
the Canadian Periodical Index and is available on microfilm or microfiche from 
ProQuest in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48106, USA.
Articles published in Humanist Perspectives magazine will also be available on our 
website and in online databases partnered with Canadian Humanist Perspectives.
Submissions via digital media are preferred. Manuscripts may be edited for 
clarity and length, and will be returned only if accompanied by a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. Writers’ guidelines are available.
Copyright belongs to the contributors and Humanist Perspectives, with all rights 
reserved. Views expressed are those of the authors.
No statements in the magazine express the policy of Canadian Humanist Publica-
tions except where indicated. Material published may be reprinted provided 
permission is requested and credit given.
Letters to the editor must be accompanied by full address and telephone number 
of writer, and may be edited for length and/or content.
For subscriptions in and outside of Canada, see page 40.
For promotional purposes, our mailing lists are occasionally exchanged with 
other organizations and publications reflecting a kindred philosophy. Please 
advise us if you would like to have your address excluded.

Please return undeliverable magazines for Canadian addresses to the above ad-
dress of Canadian Humanist Publications in Ottawa.
(ISSN 1719-6337)

This issue was produced in August, 2019.  Printed in Canada

Vol. 52, No. 3 Autumn 2019
Issue 210

Editor: Madeline Weld
Editor@HumanistPerspectives.org

Editorial Committee: Simon Parcher, 
Richard Young 

Book Review Editor: Josh Bowie
BookReviews@HumanistPerspectives.org

Art Director: Richard Young
ArtDirector@HumanistPerspectives.org 

Layout: Richard Young
Office Manager: Joan Perry

Manager@HumanistPerspectives.org
Founder: Lloyd Brereton, in 1967

Publishing body:
Canadian Humanist Publications

PO Box 3769, Station C
Ottawa, ON K1Y 4J8 CANADA

Board Members:
Simon Parcher, president

Richard Young, vice president
Simon Parcher, treasurer
Madeline Weld, secretary

Josh Bowie

CHPboard@HumanistPerspectives.org

www.HumanistPerspectives.org


