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Paul Kurtz, founder and longtime chair 
of the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, the 

Council for Secular Humanism, and the Center for 
Inquiry, has died at the age of 86. He was one of the most in-
fluential figures in the humanist and skeptical movements from 
the late 1960s through the first decade of the twenty-first cen-
tury. Among his best-known creations are the skeptics’ magazine 
Skeptical Inquirer, the secular humanist magazine Free Inquiry, 
and the independent publisher Prometheus Books. 
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